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DION SANTANA TRAHAN

EXPERIENCE ' :
January 2007-Present U.S. House Veterans’ Affairs Committee Washington, D.C.
Professional Staff Member & Counsel, Oversight & Investigations Subcommittee
«  Responsible for the Subcommittee’s investigations, legislative agenda, tracking legislation, policy memoranda, and
- drafting legiglation
*  TParticipated in Oversight, and Legislative He'u:mgs, Sub and Full Committee Markups
**  Responsible for oversight on IT and Inspector General’s line item in the Department of Veterans Affairs’ budget

- Supetvised Subcommittee’s Legislative Assistant
= Staffed meetings with Veteran Service Organizations to discuss legislative priorities in the veteran community

January 2007 Maj ority “Whip o Washington, D.C.
Fellow

*  Member of the Majozity Whip’s transition team

*®  Assisted in establishing structural organization of the Majority Whip’s office, assisted Majority Wh1p s Chief of .

 Staff in daily opetations

September 2006-January 2007 House Democratic Caucus ' A Washington, D.C.
Policy Fellow : : ' '

= Researched and assisted with dmfuno of legislation

®  Created weekly packets of key issues for Members of Congress

= Researched law enforcement issue that was debated on House floor

December 2005-May 2005 Benton, Benton, & Benton _ ' Baton Rouge, LA

Law Clerk/ Assistant
@ Legal cletk for municipal bond attorney

Febuary2005-August2005 .  Paul M. Hebert Law Center LSU Law ' Baton Rougé,LA '

Student Research Assistant
®  Research assistant for paper that is published in John Marshall’s Law Review winter 2005 edmon

May 2004- November 2004 Opetatlon Iraqi Freedom III ' Ft. Hood, TX/ Kuwait
Armor Tank Platoon Commander ' .
- Plepmed trained and mobilized soldiers for combat tour in Middle East

*  Received an Honorable Discharge from active duty
= Accountable for 15 soldiers and four M1A1 Abrams each valued. at $2.8 million

August 1999- December 1999 Congressman James E. Clyburn Washington, D.C.
Intern-Washington Semester Program '

*  Conducted daily briefs of news and committee activities

" Served as liaison between CBC & National Hispanic Caucus

= Constituent correspondence, research, and attended Committee Hearings

EDUCATION :
LL:M. , ‘American University LAW - Washington, D.C.
Angust 2006-May 2007

* LL.M. inLaw and Government, specialization Constitutional Law & Civil, nghte

JD. & Bachelor of Civil Law Loulsxana State University LAW . Baton Rouge, LA

August2002- May 2006
® ' Studies interrupted due to mobﬂlzauon of Operation Iragi Freedom.III
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Bachelor of Arts The Citadel

August 1998- May 2002
= Attended the Honot’s College and gmduqted with GPA of 3. 4”9
_®  President of Pi Sigma Alpha political science honor’s society
Advanced College Prep Diploma Fotk Union Military Academy
August 1994- May 1998 '
- Gmduated salutatorian with GPA of 4.25
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Chatlestony; SC

. Fork Union, VA

BAR ADMISSIONS :
2006 Louisiana State Bar New Otleans, LA
2007 U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims Washington, D.C.
LANGUAGES

= Proficient in speaking, reading, and writing in Spanish
#  Fluent.in Portuguese.

CLEARANCE

L Current TOP SECRET cleatrance
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